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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To enable an alignment optical 
system to detect a I i gnment I i ght from a 
second object via a projection optical system 
by providing a moving means for moving a 
first object to a position which is different 
from that of the first object on projection 
exposure. 

CONSTITUTION: By driving a mask stage 2, a 
mask 1 is retracted to a mask position B to 
prevent alignment light flux AL from being 
screened. Then, light from a wafer 4 which is 
subjected to the alignment light flux AL is 
detected and the wafer 4 is observed by an 
alignment observation system. Light from a 
mark for alignment in a region, where an 
optical axis of a projection optical system 3 
on the wafer 4, can also be detected. The 
position of the wafer 4 for a device body is 
measured by light from the mark for alignment 
on the water 4 to be detected by an image pick-up element 11 and the 
measurement value of a laser interferometer for driving a wafer stage 5. The 
retraction drive enables an area on an axis where the aberration of a 
projection optical system 3 is minimum to be set, thus achieving an accurate 
a I i gnment. 
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